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NRAQO’s Central Development Laboratory to Launch New Women in
Engineering Program With Support from the Heising-Simons Foundation

Women in
Engineering gin

2\ HEISING-SIMONS
~>" FOUNDATION

p—

=" Central
" | Development

NRAO Laboratory

Credit: NRAO/AUI/NSF

ollowing a generous grant from the Heising-Simons Foundation, the Central Development Laboratory (CDL) at NSF’s National Radio Astronomy Observatory
(NRAO) will soon launch an ambitious Women in Engineering program that will increase opportunities for women to enter the field of radio astronomy through
engineering pathways. The program will include a postdoctoral fellowship and a co-op program for undergraduate and graduate students.

As part of NRAO’s ongoing commitment to women in engineering, the new fellowship program will support outstanding postdoctoral women engineers
whose research is related to the organization’s mission. These fellows, who will be granted two-year appointments, will spend up to 75 percent of their time on self-
directed research while also contributing to the Observatory’s development and delivery of radio astronomy techniques, capabilities, or education and public outreach
activities. The co-op program will provide six-month laboratory work experiences for graduate and undergraduate women engineering students, giving them the
opportunity to contribute to and learn from ongoing research and engineering projects. The CDL team additionally hopes that at least some of the fellows and co-op
students from the program will go on to permanent employment with NRAO.



